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Lesson 13b:  Beware of False Prophets   Matthew 7:15-20 
 

In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus commanded believers to enter the narrow gate that leads to 
the narrow way and life. However, there is another gate that leads to a wide path and 
ultimately eternal destruction. The decision is one of obedience to righteousness 
resulting in eternal life or disobedience resulting in eternal condemnation. The decision 
you choose to make will be based on what you believe is true. 
 
If you believe the revelation Jesus has given of himself in the Scriptures, then the 
decision to obey him is the only logical conclusion you can make. If you do not know 
Jesus or you doubt the truth of his revelation or if you have been misled about him, then 
it may not make much sense for you to forsake your own way and place your trust in his 
way.  
 
It is unfortunate that what many people have heard about Jesus and his message has 
been distorted by false teachers. As a result, they think that they have entered the 
narrow gate and are following the way of the Lord, but in reality, they have been 
deceived. We have a responsibility to be watchful, to pray for wisdom to discern what is 
false and for courage to speak the truth. 
 

Matthew 7:15-20, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not 

gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? Even so, every good tree 

bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad 

fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them by their fruits.” 

 
In this passage Jesus warns us of the greatest threat to our spiritual life and wellbeing. 
However, we are more concerned about the economy, personal finance, health, safety, 
politics and social values because these are issues that immediately impact our quality of 
life. We would all like to be “healthy, wealthy and wise” in this life, but a more important 
question is whether or not we will be prepared to find eternal peace and happiness.  
 
I believe that we should be involved in the political process to insure that we have a just 
and equitable society for all people. Nevertheless, as Christians we must understand that 
although corrupt government officials can make our lives infinitely more difficult, there 
are others who can complicate confound and confuse us with blatant lies and half-truths 
about Scripture that will not only make our lives more difficult but will also determine 
our eternal destination. 
 
The greatest danger and challenge to the church is not finances, government or social 
decline but prophets [preachers, teachers, apostles, bishops, etc.] who speak doctrines 
that cause people to trust and worship anything or anyone other than Jesus Christ. 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%207.14
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Being warned about false prophets did not originate in the Sermon on the Mount. In 
fact, God warned his chosen people repeatedly about those that would come and present 
lies and falsehoods as truth. 
 
 Deuteronomy 18:20-22 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I 

have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods is to be put to 

death. You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been 

spoken by the Lord?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not 

take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has 

spoken presumptuously, so do not be alarmed. 

 
Unfortunately, the people did not heed God’s commands and warnings so when false 
prophets came, they were easily led astray simply because they didn’t want to hear the 
truth.  
 
Isaiah 30:9-11, These people are stubborn rebels who refuse to pay attention to 

the Lord’s instructions. They tell the seers. “Stop seeing visions!” They tell the 

prophets.  “Don’t tell us what is right. Tell us nice things. Tell us lies. Forget all this 

gloom. Get off your narrow path. Stop telling us about your ‘Holy One of Israel.’” 

 
Words spoken by these false prophets were not true and the things they foretold did not 
come about. They should have been stoned, but the people were far from God and 
instead they listened to and followed the lies. The eventual outcome was the captivity of 
both Israel and Judah. 
 
Although this was in the Old Testament, the same warning about false prophets 
continued throughout the New Testament. Not only does Jesus speak words of warning 
in Matthew 7 and 24, Peter also warns in 2 Peter 2:1 telling us “But false prophets also 
arose among the people. Just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
introduce destructive heresies . . .”.  
 
Paul speaks the same warning and according to II Timothy 4:3-4, clarifies that the 
reason for the rise of false prophets and teachers is because the people “will not endure 
sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled [itching ears], they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from 
the truth, and will turn aside to myths.”  
 
False prophets claim to be something they are not. They also claim to speak for the Lord, 
but they do not and even when they are exposed there will be plenty of people who will 
rejoice because they would rather hear the lies that justify sin or fill them with false hope 
rather than the truth that corrects and challenges them to live righteously.  
 
 
 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut.%2018.20-22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%204.3
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Moses warned against another type of false prophet in Deuteronomy 13:1-4 “If there 

arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a 

wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, 

‘Let us go after other gods’—which you have not known—‘and let us serve them,’ you 

shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for 

the Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul. You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear 

Him and keep His commandments and obey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold 

fast to Him. 

 
The first test is 100% prophetic accuracy. The second test is whether or not their 
doctrine is based on an accurate interpretation of Scripture that compels the people to 
place their absolute trust in God and to worship him alone. This is why John compels us 
in  
I John 4:1-3 to be vigilant. 
 

 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: 

every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit 

that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you 

have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. “ 

 
The false prophets that Jesus warns us about are not easily detected. You must carefully 
examine them and what they say. That is why the warning is to “beware,” to be careful 
because it can be very difficult to identify the false prophet when they claim to worship 
God and even use the Bible in their teaching.  
 
Some believe that the phrase “sheep’s clothing” means they come looking like a sheep. 
However, it is also feasible that this reference means they come looking like the 
shepherd—one who is supposed to be the protector of the flock.  
 

❖ The word, “clothing” does not refer to an animal skin, but a garment made from 
some fiber that comes from an animal such as the wool made from a sheep’s fur. 
The same word is used in Matthew 3:4 to describe John the Baptist having 
raiment (clothing) made of camel’s hair. It was not camel skin, but the hair of the 
animal woven into a garment.  Prophets often wore rough, hairy garments to 
identify their calling. Shepherd’s wore clothing made from sheep’s wool, and a 
false shepherd would wear similar clothing in order to look like the true 
shepherd. 

 
 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.4
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Paul’s comment in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 clarifies this practice. “For such men are false 

apostles, deceitful wonders, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for 

even Satan disguises himself an angel of light. Therefore, it is not surprising if his servants also 

disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their 

deeds. “ 

 
The false prophet does not come to join the flock as another sheep, but to lead the flock 
as a shepherd. That is why they are so dangerous. False prophets may look like 
shepherds, but inside they are ravenous wolves. Their goal is not to feed the sheep, but 
to feed off the sheep. 
 
It is interesting to note that the word “arpage”, which is translated as ravenous” 
actually means “swindler” or “extortioner” in other instances where it appears in the 
New Testament. Peter said in 2 Peter 2:3 that “in their greed these teachers will exploit 
you with false words…”.  
 
They take advantage of the sheep to fulfill their own desires. It may be fame, money, 
power, control or a combination of thereof, but the bottom line is their own self- 
gratification. They may talk about Jesus and the Scriptures and how wonderful it is to be 
a Christian, but ultimately, it is their own kingdom they are working for, not the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
These false prophets work in churches as teachers, evangelists, preachers and even 
pastors who are able to quote the Bible and present arguments that seem to be very 
logical. For this reason, we must not forget that the underlying purpose of the Sermon 
on the Mount is to expose the self-righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees who were 
also considered to be examples of godliness. This is why Jesus challenges us in the final 
verses to identify them by their “fruit.” 
 
The fruit we should be able to see manifested in the lives of our leaders is the “fruit of 
righteousness” as Jesus has presented throughout his sermon. Specifically, does their 
character match the Beatitudes?  
 

➢ Are they poor in spirit, mournful, meek, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, 
merciful, pure in heart, a peacemaker?   
 

➢ How do they respond when they are persecuted? Are they joyful when suffering 
for the sake of Christ or do they seek revenge by plotting how to get even?  

 
➢ Does their lifestyle serve as “salt and light” everywhere they go?  

 
➢ Do they strive to not hate or lust? Is their word trustworthy and binding? Are 

they meek and merciful even to those that abuse them? Do they demonstrate love 
for their enemies?  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%2011.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.3
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➢ Do they give in order to be seen and acknowledged, or quietly so that others will 
be blessed, and God will be glorified? Do they pray so that people will think they 
are more righteous than others, or for the sole purpose of communing with God?  

 
➢ Are they anxious about the things of this world because their true master is 

money, or are they patiently trusting in God to provide? Is seeking God’s 
kingdom and his righteousness their first priority?  

 
➢ Are they quick to condemn others that do not meet their personal standards, or 

are they humble in their approach to others who are in sin and willing to help 
them live for Christ? 

 
False prophets will always be among us. If they are not in agreement with what God has 
revealed about himself in Scripture then they are false, and you should flee from them. 
Furthermore, their commitment to righteousness should be evident. This does not mean 
they are perfect, but when they error, they should be truly repentant. Otherwise, do not 
follow them because ultimately, they will lead you to the same path of destruction they 
are traveling.   
 
The simple truth is that a spirit of self-righteousness cannot produce righteous fruit 
regardless of how righteous the person appears to be. Sooner or later, you will know the 
tree by the fruit it produces. 
 
[NKJV] Galatians 5:22-25 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 

law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If 

we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 

The Passion Translation- Galatians 5:22-25 

But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is divine love in all its varied 

expressions:  joy that overflows, peace that subdues, patience that endures, kindness in 

action, a life full of virtue, faith that prevails, gentleness of heart, and strength of spirit 

Never set the law above these qualities, for they are meant to be limitless  

Keep in mind that we who belong to Jesus Christ have already experienced crucifixion. 

For everything connected with our self-life was put to death on the cross and crucified 

with Messiah. If the Spirit is the source of our life, we must also allow the Spirit to 

direct every aspect of our lives. 

 

 


