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Lesson 13d: What is Your Foundation?    Matthew 7:24-27 
 

All of us have seen pictures of the destruction that can be caused by a tornado, hurricane 
or even a severe storm.  What makes the difference between one building left standing 
and another completely destroyed? It is seldom about the quality of the building 
materials; however, in every instance the difference is what each structure was built 
upon. The structures that have their foundation laid in the bedrock are able to stand 
whereas those built in the soil are most often uprooted and carried away by the raging 
winds or crushed beyond repair. 
 
Jesus uses this same analogy to illustrate his conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount. It 
does not matter if you are talking about the foundation of a physical building or the 
foundation upon which you have built your life, the principle is the same. The material 
upon which you lay your foundation will determine the strength of the structure that is 
built upon it. The cost and quality of the external building materials, regardless of how 
beautiful, will not matter because a house built on sand will collapse when it is put to the 
test. 
 
 Matthew 7:24-27 Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, 
may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock. “And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and [yet] it did not fall, 
for it had been founded upon the rock. “And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and 
does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand. “And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it 
fell, and great was its fall.” 
 
Within this analogy there are two things that are the same and two things that are 
different. Both houses are similar in construction and both houses must withstand 
storms. But each house has a different material upon which its foundation is laid, and 
each house has a different final outcome. One house is built by a wise man upon a rock, 
and it stands. The other is built by a foolish man upon the sand and it collapses. 
 
Let’s examine the similarities between the two… 
 
First, nothing in the verses of our text suggests any difference in the outward 
appearance of the two structures. In fact, the context of the previous verses suggests that 
the outward structures appear very similar to each other.  
 
Notice that the false prophets are dressed in shepherd’s clothing, so that they would 
have the same appearance as a true prophet; however, Jesus clarifies that beneath their 
disguise they are ravenous wolves. Their weakness is revealed by the corrupt fruit they 
produce.  Those deceived by their own self-righteousness in verse 21-23 were also 
outwardly doing all the things that the truly righteous would do. Furthermore, Jesus 
consistently addresses the distinction between the self-righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees and the true righteousness of those that humbly follow God. Therefore, there 
seems to be an ongoing theme of outward appearances vs. inner weaknesses throughout 
the Sermon On The Mount.  
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From the outside, how can you tell the difference between someone who is always 
revengeful and someone who does not seek revenge?? How can you determine by 
looking at someone what they treasure in their heart? Are the material things someone 
possesses the result of their greed or the gracious blessing of the Lord? While there may 
be some outward indicators of what is in a person’s heart, they are not discernable until 
the storm winds blow into their life. 
 
Jesus stated that two men built houses. One was wise and the other foolish, but you 
could not tell them apart by the outward structure. Their differences became apparent 
only when the storms came; therefore, the second similarity is that both houses were 
tested by the same storm.  
 
No one has the ability or technology to stop a storm. Sometimes storms come with 
advance warning but at other times they come suddenly. Regardless of the approach or 
duration of the storm, the end result is always to test what is hidden from view. Jesus 
states that for both houses, “the rain descended, and the floods (rivers) came, and the winds 
blew, and burst against that house”. 
 
A storm brings wind, rain and flooding. A storm “bursts” or “beats” against the house.  
If the house is strong enough to stand firm and unmoving, we would say that the rain 
fell upon it. But if that same storm causes the house to creak, groan and shudder we 
would say it buffeted the house, which leads to the first difference between the two 
houses. One house stands while the other collapses.  
 
This is a tragedy because no one builds a house with the expectation that it will fail; 
nevertheless, when the storms come, many will have to confront the painful realization 
that what they assumed would protect them, has failed. 
 
Storms are a normal part of life. James 1:2-4 illustrates this truth as follows: “To 
consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.”  As Christians we can 
consider these trials, these storms of life, as joyful encounters because, as James 
continues, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.”  We do not experience joy because of the storm, but joy over the product the 
storm produces which is maturity. 
 
All the common difficulties of life can become storms: financial problems, 
unemployment, sickness, disease, hatred, violence, broken relationships, wayward 
children, grief, death, etc. When these situations come against us, we can easily fall into 
depression and despair if we have failed to build our house—our life—on a proper 
foundation. 
 
Although there are those who claim that as believers we should always be “healthy, 
wealthy and wise” but this is not confirmed Scripture. Christians are subject to the same 
physical suffering that is present in this fallen world just like anyone else, but the 
difference is that we have hope and a purpose that transcends the suffering of the 
present. The pain felt is real but as revealed in the testimony of the Apostle Paul:  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.2
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Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us 
 
However, for the foolish the pain is unbearable. Physical and emotional distress 
inevitably lead to anger, depression and despair. They are angry because they feel that 
life is unfair.  Depression sets when it becomes apparent that there is no easy way out of 
the situation and when they conclude that all hope is gone, despair comes and the house 
collapses.  
 
When someone we love dies, we grieve, we cry, we struggle with our emotions, but those 
who have built their houses on the solid foundation do not respond as others because 
they have a Savior and the assurance of eternal joy and peace according to: 
 
 Revelation 21:4 God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall 
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away.” 

 
The foolish do not have this assurance. The result is unrelenting sorrow, which is a 
feeling that the world has ended and that there is no meaning or purpose to existence. 
When emotions are buried and life becomes empty, not only did the house fall but 
according to the words Jesus proclaimed, “great was its fall.” 
 
Simply stated, in the final analysis, there are those who are wise and those that are 
foolish. The wise enter the straight gate and walk the narrow path that leads to life. The 
foolish enter the wide gate and walk the broad path that leads to the destruction. The 
house they build is destroyed by the storms that come against it.  
 
Summary: 
We know the wise lay their foundation on a rock while the foolish on the sand, but what 
is the rock? Jesus begins this section in verse 24 with, “therefore,” and that tells us that 
this illustration is the conclusion of everything he has said from Matthew 5 to this point. 
The difference between the wise and the foolish is what they do in response to what 
Jesus says in this sermon. The result of the wise response is a strong house that 
withstands the storms of life. The result of the foolish response is a house that will be 
utterly destroyed.  
 
A person can claim they believe in Jesus Christ and that they have placed their faith in 
him, but as Jesus stated, if they do not follow through with actually heeding what He 
says and doing it, they are like the foolish who are busy building a house on the wrong 
foundation.  
 
In the final analysis, we must study the Word of God, consider how it applies to the 
circumstances of our lives and believe that the eternal truths of the Word are powerful 
enough to give us the strength, courage and determination we need to stand through the 
storm that come against us. 
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On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand 
Michael Card 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly lean on Jesus' Name 
 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood 
When all around my soul gives way 
He then is all my Hope and Stay 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless to stand before the throne 
 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
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