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The Beatitudes: Meaning and Analysis  

 
The word “Beatitude” comes from the Latin word “beatus, ”which means “blessed.” To be 

blessed' means to be favored by God, the source of all blessing.[2] Blessings, therefore, are 

directly associated with, and are believed to come from, God. Thus, to express a blessing is like 

bestowing a wish on someone that they experience the favor of God, and to acknowledge God as 

the source of all blessing. 

 

God's intention and desire to bless humanity is a central focus of his covenant relationships. For 

this reason, the concept of blessing pervades the biblical record. Two distinct ideas are present. 

First, a blessing was a public declaration of a favored status with God. Second, the blessing 

endowed power for prosperity and success. In all cases, the blessing served as a guide and 

motivation to pursue a course of life within the blessing. 

 

The most recognizable references to blessing come from the teachings of Jesus. He declares that 

in spite of difficulties at the present time, the promises of God's salvation and coming kingdom 

bring a state of happiness and recognized favor with God. Each Beatitude is a proverb-like 

saying packed with meaning and worthy of study. Most scholars agree that the beatitudes give us 

a picture of the true disciple of God. 

 
❖ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 

The phrase "poor in spirit" speaks of a spiritual condition of poverty. It describes the person who 

recognizes his or her need for God. "The kingdom of heaven" refers to people who acknowledge 

God as King. One who is poor in spirit knows he or she is spiritually bankrupt apart from Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Citizenship is automatically guaranteed to those who are born in the USA. Similarly, citizenship 

in the Kingdom of Heaven is automatic for those who have been born again. 

 

John 3:1-5 

1. There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

 

 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher 

come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

 
3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born [a]again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

 
4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 

into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

 
5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YHWH
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessing#cite_note-Chinuch-2
https://www.learnreligions.com/discipleship-definition-4132340
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26124a
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Born of the water and spirit—implies not only accepting the gift of salvations but also the life 

transforming cleansing of believing that your sins have been “washed away.” 

 

I John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those who humbly recognize their need for God, for they will enter 

into his kingdom." 

 

❖ Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
"Those who mourn" speaks of those who express deep sorrow over sin and repent from their 

sins. The freedom found in forgiveness of sin and the joy of eternal salvation is the comfort of 

those who repent. 

 

Isaiah 61:3 
3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 

mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of 

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 

 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those who mourn for their sins, for they shall receive forgiveness 

and life eternal." 
 

❖ Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
Similar to "the poor," "the meek" are those who submit to God's authority and make him 

Lord Revelation 21:7 says God's children will "inherit all things." The meek are also imitators of 

Jesus Christ who exemplified gentleness and self-control. 

 

Colossians 3:12  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, 

kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 

 

James 1:21  Therefore lay aside all filthiness and [a]overflow of wickedness, and receive with 

meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

 

"Inheriting the Earth" is receiving the things that others fight and contend for by not 

forcing to get your own way. God's way of receiving the things that the world pushes for 

is by not pushing, but by meekness. 
 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those who submit to God as Lord, for they will inherit everything he 

possesses." 

 

❖ Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
 

"Hunger" and "thirst" speak of deep need and driving passion. This "righteousness" refers to 

Jesus Christ. To "be filled" is the satisfaction of our soul's desire. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-sin-700703
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-repentance-700694
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-forgiveness-700640
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-revelation-701050
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A21&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30288a
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-righteousness-700695
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Psalm 63: 1-8 [NLT] 

1. O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you;   my whole 

body longs for you in this parched and weary land where there is no water. 

 
2 I have seen you in your sanctuary  and gazed upon your power and glory. 
 
3 Your unfailing love is better than life itself;   how I praise you! 

 
4 I will praise you as long as I live,   lifting up my hands to you in prayer. 

 
5 You satisfy me more than the richest feast.  I will praise you with songs of joy. 

 
6 I lie awake thinking of you,  meditating on you through the night. 

 
7 Because you are my helper,  I sing for joy in the shadow of your wings. 

 
8 I cling to you; your strong right hand holds me securely. 

 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those who passionately long for Christ, for he will satisfy their 

souls." 

 

❖ Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  
We reap what we sow. Those who demonstrate mercy will receive mercy. Likewise, those who 

have received great mercy will show great mercy. This is the law of reciprocity or sowing and 

reaping. Mercy is shown through forgiveness, kindness, and compassion toward others. 

 

Luke 6:37-38 
37 “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.  

 
38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running 

over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured 

back to you.” 

 

Consider that Verse 38 does not only refer to money but also kindness, compassion and 

forgiveness.* Grace is when God gives the good things we don’t deserve. Mercy is when he 

spares us from  the bad things we deserve. Blessings are when he is generous with both! 

 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those who show mercy through forgiveness, kindness, and 

compassion, for they will receive mercy." 

 

❖ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
The "pure in heart" are those who have been cleansed from within. This is not outward 

righteousness that can be seen by men, but inward holiness that only God can see. Purity also 

implies uncompromised by other elements; therefore, this also means being single minded in 

purpose to accomplish God’s will for his glory.   

https://www.learnreligions.com/spiritual-gifts-mercy-712406
https://www.learnreligions.com/holiness-of-god-4142304
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James 1:5-8 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 

not; and it shall be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 

with the wind and tossed. 

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 

8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

It is clear from other places in the Bible that it does not mean we will physically 

see God face to face. The Lord told Moses, "man shall not see me and live" Exodus 

33:20. John 1:18 adds, "No one has ever seen God." Instead, we will be able to 

"see" in the sense of understanding God better. The principles of the Beatitudes 

have to do with being closer to God, understanding who God is and how his 

presence is manifested in the lives of people. When we are pure in heart, we will be 

closer to God than if we live impure lives.  

 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those who have been purified from the inside out, being made clean 

and holy, for they will see God." 

 

❖ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  

 
The Bible says we have peace with God through Jesus Christ. Reconciliation through Christ 

brings restored fellowship (peace) with God. 2 Corinthians 5:18-20  says God entrusts us with 

this same message of reconciliation to take to others. 

 
II Corinthians 5 
18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has 

given us this task of reconciling people to him.  

 
19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins 

against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 

 
20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ 

when we plead, “Come back to God!” 

 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those who have been reconciled to God through Jesus Christ and 

bring this same message of reconciliation to others. All who have peace with God are his 

children." 
 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2033.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2033.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.18
https://www.learnreligions.com/origin-of-the-son-of-god-700710
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❖ Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

 
Just as Jesus faced persecution, so will his followers. Those who endure by faith rather than hide 

their faith to avoid persecution are genuine followers of Christ. Persecution normally happens in 

subtle ways — a cold shoulder, a subtle jab in a conversation, a workplace bias, or getting 

overlooked in a promotion.  

 

Persecution may increase to the realm of verbal mocking, insults, and false accusations meant to 

undermine your character. In some places in the world, it can advance all the way up to beating, 

imprisonment, stoning, beheading, Whatever expression it takes, all persecution is stoked by our 

public identity with Christ, a point Christ himself reiterates to his followers. They will all suffer 

“for his name.” 

 

John 15 
18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.  

 
19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, 

but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

 

John 16: 
33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you [f]will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

 

Paraphrase: "Blessed are those daring enough to openly live for Christ and suffer persecution, 

for they will receive all the blessings and benefits of the kingdom of heaven 
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-persecution-700685
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26760f

