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Lesson 11a: What Do You Treasure?    Matthew 6: 19-24 

 

Anxiety, worry, fret, distress, agitation, tension, irritability. These words describe common 

feelings or emotions that affect our self-image, decision making and ultimately the direction of 

our lives. Jesus doesn’t want us to make decisions based on our fears. He wants the direction of 

our lives to be based on eternal truths rather than temporary possessions and empty promises. 

 

In this portion of the Sermon On The Mount, Jesus gives several “do not” commands for 

believers which are intended to help us live according to true righteousness. He could have easily 

given the commands with the expectation that they should be followed “or else!” However, he 

presents them with compassion by taking the time to connect each command with familiar life 

experiences that were as common to those who sat listening to him then as they are to us today.   

 

Matthew 6: 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal.  

 
20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal.  

 
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

The first command tells us what we shouldn’t do and as well as what we should do. Do not store 

up earthly treasures but store yours treasures in heaven. The reason for this is simple. Anything 

you try to save for yourself on earth will be eaten by some insect or other creature, become rusty 

and corroded or stolen by a thief. In contrast, whatever we store in heaven is protected from theft 

or decay. 

 

In ancient times before garments could be mass produced, clothes were a symbol of wealth. For 

example, in Zechariah 14:14 the description of Jerusalem’s wealth during the millennial reign to 

come is, “and the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered, gold and silver and 

garments in great abundance.”  

 

The best clothing was made of wool, but the problem with that, as Jesus points out, is that certain 

moths will destroy wool. They lay their eggs on it and the larvae (worms) chew holes in the 

material. When you wear a garment often you can destroy the eggs and larvae by both the 

friction that occurs in wearing it and in the cleaning process. But when a wool garment is stored 

it can be ruined before you realize there is a problem. Placing a high value on clothing and 

storing it only creates an open invitation for moths to be well-fed. 

 

Another form of wealth was food. In Luke 12:16-21 Jesus tells a parable of a man who stored 

grain as a symbol of his wealth and reveals how important it is for us to consider what is truly 

essential in life.   

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%2014.14


 2 

“And He told them a parable, saying, The land of a certain rich man was very productive. And 

he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my 

crops?’ And he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, 

and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 

many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.” ‘But God 

said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what 

you have prepared?’ So is the man who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 

God.” 

 

This rich man prepared well for life on earth but neglected to plan for that which was infinitely 

more important, eternity and judgment. 

 

The word “rust” literally means “an eating” and that is what would happen when food products 

were stored. Insects, rodents and fungus would “eat up” the food. The same was true of the 

metals in use then, which were iron and copper. They would be “eaten away” as they became 

corroded and oxidize into worthless rust. If you stored your wealth in grain you would end up 

with a hoard of granary insects and fat rats. If you placed your wealth in the metal objects you 

would end up with rusty junk. 

 

There is no earthly treasure that is not subject to what Jesus reveals in this statement. If your 

time, energy and finances go into acquiring things of this world, one day you will find yourself 

very disappointed when they are devalued, destroyed, or stolen. This warning is not only 

applicable to material things but also to fame and power, which can just as easily be destroyed or 

fade away.  What Jesus taught his listeners was not new because the Old Testament is full of 

warnings and admonishments concerning this issue. For example: 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 

abundance with its income. This too is vanity. 

 

Proverbs 11:28 He who trust in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the green 

leaf.”  

 

The religious leaders of that day should have known these things, but they had become lovers of 

money, prestige and power; therefore, their treasure was on earth rather than heaven. They are 

not exempt. One day they will stand before God to give an account of their lives and it will be a 

rude awakening when they realize the full folly of storing up earthly treasures for themselves. 

 

So, what did Jesus mean by “treasures in heaven?” I have heard preachers use this verse to 

launch into why you should give a sacrificial offering [plant a seed] to their ministry. Although 

there is nothing wrong with giving a special offering, that is not what Jesus had in mind. 

Generally speaking, Jesus is admonishing you to use your time, energy and finances to pursue 

after those things that will further the kingdom of God by living your life in faith and obedience 

to Christ and making a commitment to help others do the same. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%205.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2011.28
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The New Testament talks about treasure in heaven or rewards in several places, and from those 

passages we get a clearer understanding of what Jesus is talking about. The following is a brief 

overview of just a few of those passages. 

 

In James 1:12 we read, “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those that love 

Him.” One treasure in heaven is the crown of life that comes to those whose actions are 

motivated by their love for the Lord. That love is demonstrated by a person’s obedience to his 

will and their perseverance or determination in times when they are being tested and tried. 

 

In 2 Thessalonians 2:19 Paul states, “For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it 

not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? For you are our glory and 

joy.” This treasure in heaven- the crown of exultation- is acquired by those that share the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and a make a commitment to joyfully and consistently share the faith 

journey with new believers.  

 

In 2 Timothy 4:7,8 Paul tells Timothy, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, 

I have kept the faith, in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who 

have loved His appearing. This treasure in heaven- the crown of righteousness- is given to all 

those that expectantly wait for Christ’s appearing. But remember, that those who long for his 

appearing are those who like Paul have faithfully fought the good fight, finished the course and 

kept the faith. 

 

 Where is your heart?  Jesus says, for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”   

 

▪ If you value fortune, your finances will go into things like large financial portfolios, large 

houses, fancy cars, fine clothing & jewelry, exotic vacations, etc. rather than supporting 

the spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

▪ If you value fame you will spend your time & energy by doing whatever it is that you 

think will bring you acclaim from people, rather than seeking to honor and glorify God in 

everything you do and say.  

 

▪ If you value power, you will strive to climb your way up to the top so that you will have 

control of those below you rather than being a servant to others in the kingdom of God. 

 

A simple way to know what your heart values is to examine your financial receipts and calendar. 

What do you spend your money on? Where do you spend your time? The location of your 

treasure as well as your priorities reveal your heart. If you examine your checkbook, credit card 

statements and bills along with your schedule of activities, it will reveal what your heart values. 

Where are you laying up for yourselves treasure? Is it on earth where it will be destroyed by 

decay or be stolen? Or is your treasure in heaven where it will pay eternal dividends? Where is 

your treasure? Where is your heart? 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess%202.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%204.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Timothy%204.8


 4 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of 

light.  

 
23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within 

you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

 

The eyes are our only means to detect light and therefore our only source of vision. If we have a 

healthy eye, we will see everything properly. If the eye is blind, there is no means for light to 

enter and the body is full of darkness. Jesus goes on to say, “If therefore the light that is in you is 

darkness, how great is the darkness.”  

 

The Apostle prayed the following in prayer for believers: Ephesians 1:18   
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 

which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 

 

It is through the heart that God’s truth, love, peace and every other spiritual blessing is 

illuminated. If the heart is in tune with God, then spiritual truths will be seen, and spiritual 

blessings will be received. But if the heart is in darkness, then nothing spiritual can be perceived 

or received. If the heart claims to have light and see spiritual things but in fact the heart is far 

from God, then the darkness is even greater. What is bad is called good and good called bad. No 

condition can be farther from God.  Perhaps, Leon Lumpkins and the Gospel Clefs said it 

best in 1959: 

 

Father, open our eyes, that we may see to follow Thee, oh, Lord 

Grant us Thy loving' peace and let all dissension cease 

Let our faith each day increase and Master, please open our eyes 

He has given us, hills and mountains. He has given us level plains 

He has given us food and clothing. Gave us shelter from the storm and rain,  

All that he provided: kept us good from the storm and the plague 

Open our eyes, oh Lord and smile down on your helpless children 

 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

 

Who Do You Serve? 

A slave cannot serve two masters because the slave’s total allegiance belongs to his owner. In 

this matter of God vs. money (riches, material wealth) being our master, only one can be in 

control. John Calvin said, “Where riches hold dominion of the heart, God has lost His 

authority.” This is the question before you. Who is your master? Who do you serve? You will be 

a slave to one or the other. Do your possessions own you and you serve them, or does God own 

you and you serve Him with all you are and all you have? 
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Summary: 

Where are you laying up treasure? Is it here on earth or in heaven? Where is your heart? Is it 

focused on earthly things of earth or the eternal things of heaven? Is your eye clear and receiving 

spiritual truths and blessings or is it so blind that you can’t see or embody God’s truths? Who do 

you serve: God or money? If you cannot say with confidence that you serve God and your 

treasure is in heaven, then there is no better time to repent, change your priorities and your 

investment plan. Remember, only what you do for Christ will last… 

 

You may build great cathedrals large or small, 

You can build skyscrapers grand and tall, 

You may conquer all the failures of the past, 

But only what you do for Christ will last. 

 

You may seek earthly power and fame, 

The world might be impressed by your great name, 

Soon the glories of this life will all be past, 

But only what you do for Christ will last. 

 

Though your armies may control each hemisphere, 

And your orbits out in space cause men to cheer, 

Your scientific knowledge may be vast, 

But only what you do for Christ will last. 

 

Though your song and prayers are heard and praised by man, 

They've no meaning unless you've been born again, 

Sinner, heed these words, don't let this harvest pass, 

For only what you do for Christ will be counted in the end 

Only what you do for Christ will last. 

 

--- Raymond Rasberry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


